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Detending the poor

AN Barba 5 niot

vour run-ol-the-

mill lawyer. He be-

lieves (he pervasive

Influenees of law-
vers has disseminated a
narrow and homogeneous
workd view with a devastaling
effect on our sociefy,

He also left a prominent
Las Angeles law firm to work
al the East Bay Commuazity
Law Center, (aking a 70 per-
cent pay cut in the prooess.

"Mo one was surprised.” he

sald, smiling at the memary of
‘breaking the news fo his law

firm colleagues, They weren't
surprised that T was leaving

schaol, | was reluvigorated,”
he said. “I'll never forget my
first client. He was a while,
homeless man who lived
under the freeway overpass
near Spenger’s. He was HIV-
positive. He coubdn’t go 1o the
doctor becauss he didn't have
maney for bus fare.”

In the course of working on
his disabtlity case, Barba had

“There's a lot of siress
here. 1 lost a client yesterday.
IU's stressiul to know your

elient may lese their housing I

vou loge the case, But it's
much more worthwhile to me
than helping & multi-million
dollar company make another
million dollars,” he said.

As g supervisi
the Center's HIV/AIDS Law
Project, he teaches law stu-
dents I the clinle class. over-
secing thelr work on cases: he
also represents clients. Their

work Includes disability cases, .

wills, powers of attorney for
health care and finances &s
well as MediCal and Medicare

for public in- claims. The

terest work. | e center has three

think they AS YesOUrces other projects — ° .

Ay dave, 2 e housing. income

i for legal sevvices to the poor dry up, Siieet dhel 460

surprised by the work of the Center nomic develop-

the size of the hoton : antal mient.

pay cut, W5 ELET. L “Our mission
The'aon of i% twalold, to

& labar or- teach students

nizer and a scamstress who
worked in sweatshops, Barba
grew up in the heart of 1l
Easl Los Angeles barrio. His
parents hiad the dream of a
better life for (heir children
and Barba surpassed their ex.
pectations. He graduated from
Harvard LUniversity,

After a stint working for a
major bank, he decided to go
to law schoal.

*l was the preduct of a pro-
gresaive, lell-wing family. |
had seen discrimination and
poverty growing up. And we
were taught we had 1o give
back to our compmnity.”

Al Boalt Hall, however, he
found & more conservative in-
stitution than he had ex-
pected. “l wasn' learning any
tools Lo help my comumunin:.’
He signed up for the clinic of-
fered by the recently formed
Berkeley Community Law
Cenler. The center was staried
by Boalt Hall law studdents
who [eli the same [rusiratlons
as Barha.

"It was amazing. It was all
the reasons [ had come o law

o take him to the doclor’s of-
fce

"In law school they would
say that was social wark, fid
kegal work. But if | hadn't
taken him, he wouldn't have
gotten the necessary docu-
mentation and 1 wouldn't have
won his case,” he said. “When
vou are providing legal serv-
tces for the poor, you can’l
have those blluders on. [Us a
redefinition of legal services.”

Facing a huge sum of siu-
dent loans after law schiool, he
ook @ job at the prestigious
Los Angeles firm. But he never
fiLec! b,

"Iy heart wasn'L in 1" he
recalled, Barba is a chronle
ashmatic and the stress of
ihe Jab trigered the most se-
rious asthmatic episode he'd
had since he was a child, T
think If [ had staved there 1
warld lhave died.” he said.

Luckily. he learned of a new
positian at the Law Center
and applied. He's been on
stall at the center. renamed
the Easthay Community Law
Center, for the past [ive years.

and 1o SETVe poor commu-
nities. And we do amazingly
well at both.” Barba said.
"Students tell me the center.
kept them in law school be-
cause It made their legal edu-
cation refevant.”

As resources for legal serv-
ices to the poor dry up, the
work of the center becomes
even more cruclal.

"We have a fundamental be-
lief int fairness in American so-
clety,” Barba sald. “And poor
people are dealt an unfair
hand every day in aumerous
ways. Nothing in American life
is not affected by law and o
not provide legal assistance (o
poar people §5 to undercut
that concept of falrness.”

The Center celebrates lis
I 0th anniversary Saturday,
with & community forum at
Children’s Hospiral and &
party &t Mr. E's,

Brercdin Fuiton's colaim
appears o Tiwesdoys, Thirs-
s aned Sl

attorney in |




