


For more than a quarter century, the East Bay Community Law Center’s lawyers and law students have fought for social justice by providing free 
legal services to our low-income neighbors and building alliances to ensure everyone has access to housing, health care, jobs, and education.  

As law students, EBCLC interns work collaboratively with clients, helping them advocate for their own rights, to voice their concerns, and to build 
stability for their families. They work closely with community partners and other stakeholders to deliver services holistically, recognizing that the 
challenges their clients face are not just legal in nature, and that an interdisciplinary, client-centered approach multiplies efficacy and improves 
outcomes. And where service delivery cannot do enough, they develop novel policy solutions based on their clients’ experiences, amplifying the 
impact of the work. 

As lawyers, EBCLC alums continue to share the EBCLC model with clients and communities throughout the East Bay and all over the country. This 
year’s impact report focuses on “The Reach of EBCLC,” highlighting the successes of some EBCLC alums who have contributed to the expansion of 
EBCLC’s work by taking what they learned in clinic and using it to effect change at the local, state, and national levels. 

But even as we celebrate EBCLC’s reach, we must also recommit ourselves to the protection of the rights of low-income people right here in our 
own backyard, where dramatic economic changes bring new challenges and threaten displacement. We also have the opportunity for our commu-
nity to serve as a model for the rest of the state and even the nation. We invite you to support EBCLC’s important work of continuing to train the 
next generation of advocates, and our continued efforts to bring justice home.
 
In gratitude,

Michael Ng			   Tirien Angela Steinbach
Chair, Board of Directors		  Executive Director

Dear Friends of EBCLC,
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Phil Hernandez (Berkeley Law ’16)  As a law student in EBCLC’s 
Housing Clinic, Phil Hernandez noticed a flaw in landlord-tenant law 
that was having long term consequences for tenants’ credit and 
futures. With the support of EBCLC’s Consumer Justice and Housing 
Clinics, Phil drafted a bill to remedy the issue. In September 2016, 
AB 2819—or Phil’s Bill, as we call it—was signed into law. The new 
law, sponsored by Assembly Member David Chiu, stands to protect 
thousands of California tenants from wrongfully having an eviction 
appear on their records. 

“Before starting as an intern in the Housing and Consumer Justice 
Clinics at EBCLC, I had an understanding of the housing crisis in 
California from a policy perspective, but as soon as I started to meet 
with the clients, I got a sense of the personal impact on people. You 
can feel it. If someone is at risk of losing the roof over their head 
because of an eviction suit, they are also worried about their ability to 
maintain employment, keep their kids in the same school, and preserve 
the health and safety of their family. The stakes are enormous. 

“What’s frustrating is when there are rules in place that inflame the state’s 
housing problems. I came across the ‘60-day rule’ during my time in the 
Housing Clinic. The rule required a tenant to win an eviction suit within 60 
days or else the court records become public and end up on the tenant’s record, 

even if the tenant wins or settles the case 
thereafter. The result is that each year, 
thousands of innocent tenants, through 
no fault of their own, may end up with an eviction on their records, making it 
nightmarishly difficult to secure safe and affordable housing in the future. 

“That rule struck me as so fundamentally unfair that I wrote a paper about it 
in my Consumer Protection Class taught by Professor Ted Mermin. With his 
guidance, and assistance from EBCLC’s housing team, that paper ultimately 
became AB 2819. 

“As I reflect back on the process of marshalling the bill through 
Sacramento, I am reminded to never underestimate the power of 
a good story. During the legislative hearings on our bill, the most 
powerful and persuasive moments were when an EBCLC client—Ms. 
Cleveland—told the story of how she and her six-year old-daughter 
became homeless for absolutely no reason because of the current law. 
She was able to articulate the injustice of the 60-day rule in a way 
none of us could. And on several occasions when AB 2819 was on the 
ropes, she changed minds and got the votes we needed to carry on.” 

— PHIL HERNANDEZ

EBCLC Alums Improve State Laws
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Fanna Gamal (Berkeley Law ’16)  At a young age, Fanna Gamal 
moved with her family from Khartoum, Sudan to the East Bay, where 
she learned early on the impact that lawyers can make in people’s 
lives. As a law student, Fanna was active in EBCLC’s Youth Defender 
Clinic, representing young people at the intersections of the juvenile 
justice and education systems. This year, Fanna joined EBCLC as an 
Equal Justice Works (EJW) Fellow in our Education Defense & Justice 
for Youth (EDJY) Program. Her project works to protect the education 
rights of students referred for expulsion in Berkeley and Oakland 
public schools.

“My own experience with a legal advocate actually drew me to law 
school. When I was in elementary school, my parents applied for 
political asylum and a recent Berkeley Law graduate prepared our 
documents. Her work stabilized our family in countless ways. I didn’t 
know any other lawyers, but I started to understand the importance of 
passionate, effective legal advocacy. I remember watching her work 
and thinking, ‘I want the ability to help people like that.’ 

“Working at EBCLC kept me grounded in law school because it kept me 
connected to my goals. My clinical experience shaped my post-graduate 
aspirations and revealed the areas of the law and society that I need to 
understand to be an effective lawyer. Schools are a microcosm of society—
they reflect and reproduce many social inequalities. Working with students 

and families struggling against these 
inequalities deepened my understanding of 
my community and our obstacles. 

“Every year, hundreds of youth in Alameda County are referred for expulsion. 
When this happens, a student can spend months out of school without 
instruction. They miss out on school activities because they are banned from 
campus, they stop receiving special education, they have to experience a 
traumatic hearing, and sometimes they are even arrested at school. The entire 
process is highly punitive, developmentally inappropriate, and racially biased.

“I feel honored to work with these students and I care deeply about what 
happens in our schools. My siblings, my friends, and my family were educated 
in Berkeley and Oakland public schools and I know how great they can be for 
some students. What we are dealing with in these districts is the same 
thing we are dealing with in the larger Bay Area: it is a question of 
equity. There is so much prosperity here that is not shared equally. 
This area and these schools belong to all of us. How is it that, in the 
same building, some students go to Yale and others go to jail? What I 
love about EDJY and my work at EBCLC is that we ask that question 
here, because the institutions that serve our community should be 
accountable to our community.” 

—FANNA GAMAL

EBCLC Alums Pay It Forward
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Individual Donors July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
Leader: $50,000+

Quinn Delaney & Wayne 
Jordan

Founder: $25,000+

Elizabeth Cabraser

Henry Hecht

Arthur &  
Toni Rembe Rock

Sandor & Faye Straus

Benefactor: $10,000+

Denise Abrams  
& David Harrington

Michael Loeb

Joel Sanders

Patron: $5,000+

Fiona Dulbecco & David 
Zeltser

Karla F. Jones

Daven G. &  
Karen K. Lowhurst

Tim &  
Camilla McCalmont

David McClain & Merilyn 
Wong

Jim & Elena Meehan

Jessica &  
Jason Moment

Roger Myers &  
Erin McCormick

Noel & Penny Nellis

Michael Ng  
and Mikal Condon

Kathi Pugh & Josh 
Maddox

Kathy & Bob Vizas

Thomas White

Andrew Wolff

Trustee: $2,500+

Maureen Aggeler

Anonymous 

Mary Bianco

Robert Deutsch

Gordon Greenwood

Jay Kelekian  
and Karen Matza

Michael Kwun

Craig Martin &  
Karen Scarr

Samuel Miller &  
Maude Pervere

Dan Purcell &  
Heather Hanly

Joe Satterley

Maureen Sheehy & Steve 
Catton

Partner: $1,000+

Anne Abramowitz

Geraldine Alexis

Michelle Anderson & 
Sade Borghei

Anonymous

Anonymous

Caroline Avery

Gilberto Bamaca & 
Josefina Jeronimo

Gillian Brown

Peter & Priscilla Carson

Dorothy Chou

Frank Cialoni &  
Mimi R. Powers

John Crew

Estela Dimas

Bill Falik & Diana Cohen

Jeanine Feriancek

Frank Fernandez  
and Carmen Flores

Howard Fine

Scott Fink

Sarah Flanagan

Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers

Eric Hairston

Robert & Linda Harris

Margo Hasselman & 
Joshua Greenough

Melissa Murray & Joshua 
Hill

Katherine Lubin Benson

Dana Lundblad

Billie Mizell

Saira Mohamed & Nels 
Bangerter

Ann O’Leary

Michael Ostrove

Alfred Pfeiffer &  
Nora Cregan

Mindy Phillips &  
Jason Gorski

Dave Pogrel &  
Chalita Photikoe

Eduardo Ramos

Bernida Reagan & James 
Head

Peter Rukin & Sharon 
Djemal

Pamela Samuelson & 
Robert Glushko

Michael & Elisa 
Schenkman

Linda Shih & Daniel 
Clifford

Nabilah Siddiquee

Eleanor Swift

Tiffany Thomas

Steven Tindall &  
Jocelin K. Saks

Terry & Carol Hutner 
Winograd

R.C. Wong

Xiaoqiu Ye

Sam Yun

Sponsor: $500+

Christopher Ahn

William Alderman

Harrison Alter

Justin Bosl

Anonymous

Allison Butler  
& Richard Peers

Jim Chanin

Sujit Choudhry

Ernest & Cindy Cortes

Tim & Sandy Cremin

Chris & Lynn Crook

Garrett Dailey

Linda Dardarian

Melinda Derish  
& Cassius Scott

Terri Edersheim

Elizabeth Eng  
& Benjamin R. Botts

David Fallek

James Finberg  
& Melanie Piech

Paul Fogel  
& Yvette Chalom
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Stan & Mary Friedman

Amber & Andrew Getz

Laura Gowen &  
Roman M. Sydorak, M.D.

Megan Hailey-Dunsheath

Conn  & Anne Hallinan

Ian Haney Lopez & 
Deborah Drickerson 
Cortez

Steven & Rita Harowitz

Christopher  
& Deirdre Hockett

Timothy Hughes

Wellington Jackson

Kathy & Mark Jones

Margaret Jung

Manel Kappagoda

Shelley Klop

Sarah Krakoff  
& John Carlson

Bill Lee

Zahavah Levine

Alex Lyon

Nathan Matthews

Michael & Sarah Mauriel

Noelle & Dan 
Montgomery

Candace Neal

David Oppenheimer  
& Marcy Kates

Edward Opton

Jennie Otis

Tom Peckham

Claudia Polsky

Anonymous

Roey Rahmil

David Rosenfeld

Tala Russell

Francisco Sandoval

Shelley Sandusky

Babak Sani & Carol 
Bisharat Sani

Raquel Sefton

Harry Snyder

Christina Spaulding

Stephen Sugarman  
& Karen I. Carlson

Timothy Sun & Erin 
Morgan

Joseph Tobacco  
& Peggy Schmidt

Ami Porinchak Thornhill  
& Tri Thornhill

John True, III & Hon. 
Claudia A. Wilken

Carole Ungvarsky  
& Christopher Killian

Robert Webb

Jason Wright

Steve Zieff  
& Elaine Leitner

Friend: $250+

Ronald & Patricia Adler

All Of Us or None

Don Arbitblit & Jill Suttie

Hilary Armstrong

Holly Babe Faust & Janet 
Stone

Mike & Linda Baker

Cassandra Benjamin

Peter Benvenutti  
& Lise Pearlman

Jeff & Becky Bleich

Alexander Brainerd

David Brewster  
& Mary Kay Sneeringer

Dale Brodsky

James Brosnahan

Martha & Anthony Brown

Bruce & Maria Budner

Stephen Bundy

Erin Carroll

Jeffrey Carter

Douglas Chermak

Lin Chin & Peter Santina

Tracy Clements

Timothy Cohelan

Penelope Crocker

Jamie Crook

Brendan Darrow  
& Erin Liotta

Christine DeLorme

Jessa Edra

Mary Lu Everett

Debra Fischer

William Friedman

Margo George  
& Catherine Karrass

Peter & Sandi Goldsmith

John Good &  
Janet E. Arnesty, M.D.

Andrew Gross

Jospeh Gross & Carol 
Brosgart, M.D.

Elizabeth Hadzima Perkins

Alex Henthorn-Iwane

Joan & David Hollinger

Susan Hutcher

Anthony Infanti

Gilbert Insinna

James Kan

Mary & Tissa Kappagoda

Daphne Keller

Irene Kim

David Kramer

Jennifer Kuenster

Andrea Laiacona

Joyce Lashof

David Lowe

Stanley & Judith Lubman

Liwen Mah & Yvette 
Leung

Will Mallari

Joseph McInnis

Thomas Meyer

Robin Miller  
& Dan Rossi

Jenny Miner

Philip Monrad  
& Molly Sullivan

James Nichols  
& Merle Naomi Stern

Richard Pearl

Andrew Peternell

Karen Plaskon

Victoria Plaut

Ferdinand Punzalan

William Reuter  
& Ruth S. Major

Margaret Richardson & 
Mark Linton

Margot Rosenberg

Nance Rosencranz

Marion & Joel Selbin

Elisabeth Semel

Scott Shorr

Stephanie Smith &  
Ted C. Radosevich

Ann & Bill Smock

Jacob Sorensen &  
E. Anne Hawkins

Eileen Taglang

Jon Tiongson

Duane Valz

Julia Van de Walle

Sara Walsh

Charles & Patricia 
Weisselberg

Chuck Welch

Susan Whitman &  
Mark Gergen

Rachel Williams & 
Richard Edwards

Diana Yates

Miriam Zepeda

Individual Donors July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
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Supporter: $100+

Amatullah Alaji-Sabrie

Ty Alper & Tamar Todd

Christine Amatruda &  
Eb Luckel

Maxwell Anderson & 
Linda Olivenbaum

Cara Angelmar

Anonymous

Shona Armstrong

Kathryn Askin

Holly Baldwin

Claudia Baldwin

Connie Brandon

Tangerine Brigham

Rodney Brooks

Rufus Browning

Craig H. &  
Letitia Casebeer

Ramona Chacon

Tiela Chalmers

Peter Chapman

Ian Clunies-Ross

Heather Conger

Betsy Cotton

Jason Cox

Paula Crow

Carol & Aaron Darden

Micaela Davis

Frances Davis Burnette

Klaus & Jean Dehlinger

Gurdeep Dhaliwal

Matt Dickman

George Donaldson &  
Julie A. Waugh

Ronald Drucker &  
Erica Burhmann

Anne Dybwad

Elisa Elisa Della-Piana

Mark R. & Nadia K. Feeser

William & Amelia 
Fernholz

Michael Ferro

Deborah Festa

Kaylyn Fillmore

Doris Fine

Robert Finkelstein &  
Lisa Chen

Steven Formaker &  
Laurie Brook-Formaker

Nicholas Fram &  
Victoria Babin

Mary Louise Frampton & 
Scott Williams

Gail Fred

Charles Freiberg &  
Andrea Alfano

Natalie Friedman & 
Harrison Pollak

David Gast

Maryl Gearhart

Marjorie Gelb &  
Mark Aaronson

Georgia Giatras

Jim & Vickie Gilliland

David Gilson

Rebecca Gindi

Jon Givner

Deborah Glupczynski

Neil Goldstein

Sean Goodbody

Hayley Goodson

Robert Gordon

Tajuana Gray

Gretchen Groggel Ralston

Severan Grove

Norton & Rikki Grubb

Richard Gutstadt

Edward C. &  
Janet B. Halbach

Kate Hallward

Ben & Sandy Hamburg

Marion Hampton

Peter & Harriet Hanauer

Scott Handleman

Michael Harris

Perri Haughwout

Les & Linda Hausrath

Michaela Hayes

James Heslin

Bob & Carolyn Heywood

Derik Hilliard &  
Rebecca Sutton

Brian Hodge

Richard Hodge

Ann-Marie Hogan

Atteeyah Hollie

Jessica Hollinger

Shirley Huey

Jessica Intrator

Gregory Jung

Myla & Jon Kabat-Zinn

Nancy Kanwisher

Allan & Millie Karlin

Michael Katz

Jo Anne Keller

Donald Kelley &  
Susan M. Getman

Rachael Knight

Jay Koslofsky

Scott Kronland

Jonathan Laba

Alex Laird

Nicholas Lampros

Jocelyn Larkin &  
Chris Patti

James Larson

Steve Lautze

Fran Layton

Erin & Phuoc Le

Tienne Lee

Nancy Lemon

Marya Levenson &  
Andy Hawley

Anthony Lew &  
Elaine Chen

Scott Lew

Wendy Lilliedoll

Measue Liotta

Arthur Liou

Paul & Sandra Little

Lynda Lodestro

Kristin Luker

Martinie Martin

Suzanne Martindale

Bruce Maximov &  
Susan Albert

Randall McCathren

Derek McDonald

Lajohn McFadden

Mark McGoldrick

David Meadows

Helen Meil

Ted Mermin &  
Claudia Polsky

Patrick Metz

Richard Meyer

Christopher Miller

David Mitchell

Joseph Monforton

Steven Moore

Melissa Morris &  
Michael Grobis

Deborah Moss-West

James Mullins

David Mundstock

Karen Musalo & Richard 
A. Boswell

Tom Oscherwitz

Ronald Owens

Kalyan Pamarthy

Annette Parent

Andrea Peterson & 
Michael Rubin

Sue Phillips

Melinda Pilling

Norman Pine

Individual Donors July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
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Ann O’Leary (Berkeley Law ’05)  At every juncture in her life, 
Ann O’Leary has seen what a difference legal, political, and policy 
advocacy can mean to children and families. Growing up, she saw her 
father, a labor union leader, fight for fair wages and health care for 
paper mill workers. She saw her mother, a social worker, fight for the 
social and education services that her sister—a teenage Mom—and 
her children so desperately needed. As a law student in EBCLC’s 
Welfare Unit, she saw firsthand the unintended consequences of 
welfare reform in her clients’ lives as she fought for them to get 
the aid they needed to get back on their feet. Today, as Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton’s Senior Policy Advisor, Ann plays a critical 
role in advancing a policy agenda aimed at leveling the playing field 
for our nation’s most vulnerable children and families.

“When I came to EBCLC, I had worked on the frontlines of public policy 
in Washington, DC for nearly 10 years, but I had never worked in direct 
legal services. My clients taught me so much – about the impact of 
welfare reform on real lives, about trying to maintain a job with a living 
wage in the unforgiving economy, about trying to remain employed 
while struggling with mental health or addiction, about a system 
that punished poor families for having additional children. These are 
lessons I might have learned from reading academic books or policy 
reports, but I certainly would not have had the visceral feel for the 

impact of social policy on real lives 
without my experience at EBCLC.

“In addition to being a student at EBCLC, I have been a board member for 
nearly 10 years. So often, the issues we confront in EBCLC’s legal practice are 
issues that have not yet hit the national scene, but soon will. I have been so 
struck by the forward looking work of our Clean Slate project, whose lawyers 
were working on re-entry before anyone on the national-level fully understood 
the importance of this work to the lives of individuals who had contact with the 
criminal justice system or to a full-participation economy. And I first learned 
about the school-to-prison pipeline from EBCLC’s lawyers who were serving in 
Oakland’s public schools and saw that our students were being put into criminal 
proceedings when they should have been addressed as part of standard and 
fair school discipline proceedings. 

“Reflecting on my career, I am incredibly proud of the work I have done to put 
forward policy or legal advocacy that has touched real lives. I am also proud of 
the work I have done to reflect on how we will pass national paid family leave, 
or dramatically increase access to affordable child care, or crack down on 
abusive student debt practices in higher education – all of which became part 
of the national conversation in our country during the presidential campaign.” 

— ANN O’LEARY

EBCLC Alums Shape National Policies 
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Saba Ahmed (Berkeley Law ’14)  Prior to attending Berkeley 
Law, Saba Ahmed spent a significant amount of time working with 
immigrant communities, but often found herself limited in the 
advocacy she could do. As a law student in EBCLC’s Immigration 
Program, Saba gained hands-on experience working with clients 
facing deportation. Today, as a staff attorney with CAIR Coalition 
in Washington D.C., Saba continues to provide indispensable legal 
services to immigrant men, women, and children at risk of detention 
and deportation in the DC metropolitan area.

“For me, [working with EBCLC’s Immigration Program] was a breath of fresh air! 
After core 1L classes, it was nice to get my hands on some cases and actually 
learn what it means to practice as an immigration attorney. The pace of the 
work allowed me to not only represent individual clients, but also delve into the 
complexities of immigration law and learn and reflect on broader policy issues 
and their impact on individuals who came to EBCLC for services. I felt fully 
engaged with my work and inspired by other students who were coming up 
with creative strategies and arguments to fight for their clients.

“Working with immigrant clients at EBCLC was my first insight into 
what it meant to represent a person in all their human complexities. It 
allowed me to see that work as an immigration lawyer is intellectually 

challenging, factually messy, and 
requires a lawyer to put heart into their 
work.  

“More often than not, immigrants represent themselves in court, doing their 
best to navigate an incredibly complex area of law. As an immigration defense 
attorney in the Washington, DC area, I regularly visit immigration detention 
centers (which are actually county jails) and provide legal services to indigent 
immigrants in deportation proceedings. I work within an environment that is 
highly politicized, and where advocates for immigrants are grossly underfunded 
and subject to numerous constraints. The work is simultaneously challenging, 
infuriating, and motivating. In best case scenarios, we help immigrants to 
secure pro bono attorneys and win their cases and release from jail. With every 
success and every person who leaves detention, I’m inspired to continue this 
work, but it is also the painful losses and deportations that keep me fighting. 

“More than anything, I am grateful that EBCLC showed me, by example, 
that zealous advocates can maintain balance in their professional and 
personal lives, enabling them to do good, sustainable work.”  

— SABA AHMED

EBCLC Alums Keep Families Together 
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Dominique & Donna 
Pinkney

Tamara Powers

Finaith Prak

Anna Rabkin

Frances Rachel

Zarah Rahman

Maria Ramiu

Wesley Reed

Amy Resner & William 
Lee

Rosanna Reyes

Charles Rice

Gary Rienzo

Anonymous

Kerri Robertson

Stefan Rosenzweig & 
Claudia B. Jackson

Sabrina Ross

Andrea Roth

Whitney Rubenstein

Megan Ryan

Daryl & Gary Saks

Gayna Sanders

Bill Selig

Kathryn Seligman

Brad Seligman

Cindy Shamban

Pat & Merrill Shanks

Michael Sheen

Leah Shough

Lucinda Sikes &  
Bob Shireman

Gail & Ryan Silvan

Beverly Slapin

Timothy &  
Lucy Smallsreed

Yaroslav Sochynsky

Chehie Songstad

Ruth & Scott Spear

Richard Speiglman & 
Ellen Bernstein

Eric Steel

Jonathan Stein

Peggy Stevenson

P. Cecilia Storr

Sharla Sullivan

Khoi Ta

Tafoya Family

Rachel Terp

Anhkhoa Tran

Michael Traynor

Jennifer Troia &  
Timothy Griffiths

Akofa Tsiagbe

Michael Tubach &  
Amrita Singhal

Judith Turiel

Eugene Turitz &  
Louise Rosenkrantz

Sean Unger

Sohayl Vafai

Shirley Van Bourg

Mark Vermeulen

C’Reda Weeden

Randye West &  
Robert Wenten

Ellen Widess

Hank Williams

Travis Winfrey

Philip Witte

Tova Wolking

Brendon Woods

Alexander Yan

Anders Yang

Chauniqua Young

Advocate: Up to $100

Emily Achtenberg

Bill Adams

Galen Ages

Naomi Ages

Justin Aguilera

Saba Ahmed

Carly Alameda

Rudolph Alejo

Taylor Altman

Anonymous

Anonymous 

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Daniele Arad-Neeman

Maria Arevalo

Van Baldwin

Gordon Baranco

Jennifer Barnette

David Barron & Jean 
McClellan

Rosa Bay

Brent Begin

Caitlin Beling

Barbara Bernstein

Eric Biber

Martin Blank, Jr.

Denah Bookstein

Adam Bradley

Gretchen Brion-Meisels

Mary Broderick

Zelda Bronstein

David Brown

Gail Brown

Mary Brownstein

Kevin Bundy

Cynthia Burkhart

Melissa Burkhart

Mariella Castaldi

Victoria Cho

Denise Cicala

Jerica Coffey

Andrew Cohen

Denise Coleman

Rory Collins

Humberto Colon

Sarah Crowley

Martina Cucullu

David Dallas

John Dalrymple

Sean Darling-Hammond

Jenn Dasteel

Marlene Dehlinger

Cesar Del Peral

Kurt Denk

Meredith Desautels & 
Andrew Taft

Lenise Devers

Ania Dilmaghani

Amy Dinh

Patricia Donnelly

Rachel Draznin-Nagy

Karin Drucker

Nana Duffuor

Lawrence Duga

Asha DuMonthier

Hannah Edwards

Rhonda Edwards

Robert Egelko

Youseef Elias

Ann Feeser

Shakira Ferrell

Michelle Fon Ann Lee & 
Christopher Hundt

Rachel Foodman

Warren Fox

Martin Friedman

Jack Funk

Margaret Garstang

Susan Gluss

Miye Goishi & Dara Schur

Andy Gold & Karen Cutler

Individual Donors July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
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Tobey Goldfarb

William Goldsmith

Alex Gonzalez

Kevin Gordon

Arusha Gordon

Jenna Grambort

Rolando Grasso

Ann Graybeal

Andrew Gunther &  
Teresa Burns Gunther

Sylvia Haddad

Timothy H. Hallahan

Kyle Halle-Erby

Trevor Hallstein

Clara Hammond-Oakley

Sheryl Harrigan

Malachi Haswell

John Hege

Shana Heller

Violet Henderson

Rachel Herman

Phil Hernandez

Bruce Highman

Herma Hill Kay

Douglas Holt

Kathy Horsley &  
Mussa Al-Bulushi

Ritta Jo Horsley &  
Luise F. Pusch

Kathy Horsley &  
Mussa Al-Bulushi

Jesse Hsieh

Antony & Gigi Hsu

Jocelyn Hudson

Zerline Hughes

Eleanor & Edmond Intrator

Judy Jackson

Sushil Jacob

Sariah Jenkins

Kate Johnson

Isabel Johnson

Aaron Johnson

Juliana Johnson

DeShon Jones

William Joyce

Jerri Kay-Phillips

Trish Keady

Christina Kim

Anna Krieger

Prerna Lal

Chris Lau

Elizabeth Letcher

Sydney Levin

Michael Lieberman

Grayson Lindstrom

Rebecca Liu

Steven Lopez

Temple Lovelace

Seth Lyons

Heather MacKay &  
David Newitt

Benjamin Mahrer

Linda Maio & Rob 
Browning

Jason Marks

Alexia Mayorga

Matt McCormick

Justin McGuirk

Kadijah Means

Kevin Meil

Carlos Mejia & Caitlin 
Farrell

Natalia Merluzzi

Anne Mester

Kate Meyer

George Millward

Daniela Molina Velandia

Wendy Murphy

Laura Murra

Anonymous

Evelina Nava

Paul Nguyen

Lisa Northrup

Katharine O’Donnell

Matt Ohlheiser

Alexandra G. Pauley

Joan Pearlman

Nicole Pefley

Patricia Pei

Joseph Petta &  
Juliana Monin

Richard Quint

Darin Ranahan

Tamika Rankins

Jacob Richards

Tamara Richardson

Danica Rodarmel

Israel Rodriguez Rubio

Tamura Rosby

April Saks & Destin 
Radder

Jack Sawyer

Lindsay Schubiner

Marci Seville

Tim Shadix

Marge & Jim Shultz

Ralph Silber

Paulene Simmons

Dennis Slaughter

David Smith &  
Millicent E. Buxton-Smith

Molly Smith

Jeff Smith

Laura Smith

Laura Smith

Tirien Steinbach

Jane Steinberg-
Michahelle &  
Thomas Michahelles

Sara Stephens

Betty & Don Stone

Becky Straus

Jennifer Strobel

Peter & Pat Sussman

Rai Sue Sussman

Celia Swanson

Vikram Swaruup

Marianne Tassone

Kyra Taylor

Chessie Thacher

Mary Tharin

Laurel Thayer

Mary Thomas

Samuel Tindall

Pax Tirrell

Yvonne Troya

Cora Trujillo

Meg Vasey

Scott Vignos

Laurence Walker

Willa Walter

Daniel Wasson &  
Sarah Schroeder

Samuel Watson

Anthony Weaver

Kate Weisburd

Raymond Weschler

Sarah Williams

Shante Williams

Abigail Woodruff

Emily Zia

 

Individual Donors July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
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Pivotal to our mission is a commitment to training future lawyers to become 
skilled and principled advocates who understand the complexities and 
consequences of poverty, and feel called to effect change in their communities.  
In so many ways—through donations of time, money, and intellect; in their 
careers and in their personal lives—EBCLC alums give back. 

This past summer, EBCLC alums did just that when they helped us to launch our 
first-ever Associates’ Giving Campaign—a six week fundraising competition led 
by associates at eight Bay Area law firms, benefiting EBCLC’s work to provide 
stellar legal services and clinical legal education. Nine EBCLC alums joined the 
campaign team—which was led by EBCLC board member, Maureen Sheehy, 
and an enthusiastic group of campaign chairs and associate coordinators—to 
help raise just over $14,000 from over 80 of their colleagues.

We would like to thank the following EBCLC alums for their help in 
making this year’s Associates Giving Campaign a success:

Venessa Henlon (Berkeley Law ’95)

Derik Hilliard (USF Law ’13) “Without EBCLC, far too many people would 
not have access to quality pro bono legal assistance. Knowing that I would not 
be in my current practice without the wisdom and support of EBCLC, I would 
like to do my part to increasing underrepresented communities’ access to legal 
services.”

Michael Kwun (Berkeley Law ’98)

Daniel Mandel (Berkeley Law ’13) “As a law student, EBCLC offered me 
the unparalleled chance to jump right in to direct legal services and consider 
topics and problems that would not come up in a normal law school curriculum. 
But it is the dedication of the EBCLC staff, in particular, that I really want to 
support—each cohort of law students may come and go, but the community’s 
legal problems and the staff’s passion for helping them persevere.”

Jacob Mayers (Berkeley Law’13)

Amy Talarico (William Mitchell Law ’98)

Nikki Vo (Berkeley Law ’05)

Grace Yang (Berkeley Law ’12)

Jenna Yott (Berkeley Law ’07)

EBCLC Alums Give Back
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We are thrilled to recognize the  
winning firms in four categories:

200+ Bay Area Lawyers

100 - 199 Bay Area Lawyers

50-99 Bay Area Lawyers

Highest Associate Participation

A special thanks to our esteemed associate 
coordinators and co-chairs:

Campaign chairs
Venessa Henlon 
Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass LLP

Michael Kwun 
Keker & Van Nest LLP

Al Pfeiffer 
Latham & Watkins

Maureen Sheehy*  
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Amy Talarico 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Associate Coordinators
David Anderson 
Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass LLP

Katie Lubin Benson 
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein LLP

Byron Chin 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Derik Hilliard 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Benjamin Kleinman-Green  
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Daniel Mandel 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jacob Mayers  
Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass LLP

Nikki Vo 
Keker & Van Nest LLP

Grace Yang 
Keker & Van Nest LLP

Jenna Yott, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

*Honorary campaign chair
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The Impact of Your Donation
$1.5 million (and counting!) of debt discharged and 
returned to the pockets of low-income consumer clients.

100+ law students received hands-on, clinical legal 
training to become skilled, principled advocates who are 
attune to the complex causes and conditions of poverty. 

2,900 youth and families stand to benefit from our Youth 
Defender Clinic’s successful advocacy making Alameda 
County the first in California to repeal juvenile justice fees.

5,000+ individuals and families received legal services 
on a range of issues, including housing accessibility and 
eviction defense, immigration, homelessness, reentry, 
juvenile defense and education advocacy, consumer 
protection, access to health care and public benefits, and 
cooperative housing and business development.

EBCLC provides legal services to thousands of East Bay 
residents each year, completely free of charge.

Secure

Productive

Hopeful

Just

$0
Thank you for your support!

How EBCLC is Funded

Government 	 26%	 $1,271,463

Foundations	 20%	 $1,019,400

Cy Pres &   
Attorney’s fees	 19%	 $968,632

Berkeley Law	 16%	 $775,000

Individual Donors	 11%	 $524,838

Law Firms	 5%	 $239,450

Corporations	 3%	 $137,923
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The San Francisco Foundation (TSFF) is one of the 
East Bay Community Law Center’s oldest and most 
consistent financial supporters. Beginning with 
a grant of $10,000 in 1987 – a year before we 
opened our doors! – TSFF has contributed more 

than $887,000 towards EBCLC’s efforts to achieve justice for low-income 
individuals, families, and neighborhoods, and make the lives of our clients 
healthier and more secure, productive, and hopeful.

This past year has been an especially impactful one for EBCLC’s 
relationship with TSFF. Under the leadership of Chief Executive Officer 
Fred Blackwell, and with the crucial guidance of TSFF’s Senior Director 
of Anchoring Communities, Landon Williams, the foundation has made 
EBCLC one of the many organizations supported through a $34 million 
large-scale investment creating pathways of opportunity in the City of 
Oakland.

TSFF’s investment in Oakland 
has included a grant to provide 
legal services in support of 
grassroots efforts to prevent 
the displacement of low-income 
people of color from East Bay 
communities. EBCLC’s Housing 
Program and Community Economic 
Justice Practice have expanded their work together to engage in 
community legal education, direct legal services, and policy advocacy to 
combat displacement and create cooperative ownership opportunities for 
tenants and small businesses in low-income Oakland neighborhoods.

This year, EBCLC is thrilled to recognize TSFF as a Champion donor. We 
thank the foundation for the impact we have been able to make in the 
lives of low-income East Bay residents as a result of this partnership. 

The San Francisco Foundation 
Champions EBCLC’s 
Work to Disrupt Displacement  
in the East Bay

Fred Blackwell, CEO of  
The San Francisco Foundation.
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Founder — $500,000+

University of California, Berkeley Law 
School

Champion — $250,000+

The San Francisco Foundation

Benefactor — $100,000+

California Workforce  
Investment Board

City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board

City of Oakland

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

The State Bar of California, Legal Services 
Trust Fund Program

U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program

vanLobenSels/RembeRock Foundation

Patron — $50,000+

Americorps/EOLC

California Department of  
Social Services, Immigration Services Unit

City of Berkeley

County of Alameda

Equal Justice Works

Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation

Rose Foundation for Communities & the 
Environment

University of California, Undocumented 
Students Office

Trustee — $25,000+

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

FireDoll Foundation

First 5 Alameda County

Kilpatrick, Townsend & Stockton

Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Walter & Elise Haas Fund

Immigrant Legal Resource Center

Thomas J. Long Foundation

U.S. Department of Labor

Partner — $10,000

Latham & Watkins LLP

The Ludwig Family Foundation, Inc.

Project Inform, AIDS Walk San Francisco

Sidley Austin LLP

Y & H Soda Foundation

Uber Technologies Inc. 
 
 
Sponsor — $5,000+

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP

Cooley LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Fenwick & West

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jones Day

Kaiser Permanente

Keker & Van Nest LLP

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP

McKenna Long & Aldridge Foundation

Mechanics Bank

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Port of Oakland

Shartsis Friese LLP

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter  
& Hampton LLP

Tarbell Family Foundation

Walkup, Melodia, Kelly & Schoenberger

Foundation, Corporate, Government,  
Law Firm And Cy Pres Supporters
July 1, 2015 – August 22, 2016



E
A

S
T

 B
A

Y
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 L

A
W

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 IM
PA

C
T

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 2
0

1
5

-1
6

15

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
Foundation

Bernard E. & Alba Witkin Charitable 
Foundation

Arthur and Charlotte Zitrin Foundation

Friend — $2,500+

The Benjamin Family Fund

Bernstein Litowitz Berger  
& Grossmann LLP

Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass LLP

Farella, Braun + Martel LLP

Leonard Carder, LLP

Lubin Olson & Niewiadomski LLP

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

NJP Litigation Consulting/West

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Reed Smith LLP

Roisman Henel LLP

Supporter — $1,000+

Boehm Family Foundation

Bingham Osborn & Scarborough, LLC

Chavez & Gertler, LLP

Cheese Board Collective

Durie Tangri LLP

George J. and Theresa L. Cotsirilos 
Family Foundation

Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian & Ho

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

New Parkway Theater

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Outten & Golden LLP

Pacific Gas & Electric

Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP

Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff & Lowe LLP

Advocate— $500+

Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger LLP

Steyer Lowenthal Boodrookas  
Alvarez & Smith LLP

Contributor— Up to $499

Gubb & Barshay

McGuinn, Hillsman & Palefsky

Riordan & Horgan

Swanson & McNamara LLP

Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & 
Nightingale, LLP

Cy Pres Funders

Arnold & Porter LLP

Baker & Schwartz PC

Covington & Burling LLP

George Donaldson

Girard Gibbs LLP

Kemnitzer, Barron & Krieg

Leonard Carder, LLP

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP

The Mogin Law Firm, P.C.

Rukin Hyland Doria & Tindall

Sheppard, Mullin,  
Richter & Hampton LLP

Trump, Alioto, Trump  
& Prescott LLP

Zelle LLP
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Carly O. Alameda 
Farella Braun + Martel 

Holly M. Baldwin 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 

Rachel Chanin
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

Jen Cone 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrish & 
Rosati 

Meredith R. Dearborn 
Boies, Schiller & Flexner 
 
Melinda Derish 
Walkup, Melodia, Kelly,  
Wecht & Schoenberger 

Rachel L. Fischetti 
Nixon Peabody 

Jonathan E. Gertler 
Chavez & Gertler 

Peter Goldsmith,  
Board Emeritus

Irene V. Gutierrez 
Earthjustice 

Margo E. Hasselman 
Lewis, Feinberg, Lee, Renaker 
& Jackson 

Jennifer C. Hayes 
McKenna Long & Aldridge 

Bryan H. Heckenlively 
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 

James P. Kan 
Goldstein Borgen Dardarian 
& Ho 

Alexander M.R. Lyon 
Applied Materials, Inc. 
 
Liwen A. Mah 
Fenwick & West 

Allan T. Marks 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & 
McCloy 
 
Brett A. Pletcher 
Gilead Sciences 

David P. Pogrel 
Leonard Carder 

Linda M. Purkiss,  
Board Emeritus 
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan 

Bernida M. Reagan,  
Founding Executive Director 
Merriwether & Williams 
Insurance Services 

Jennifer A. Reisch 
Equal Rights Advocates 

Stefan M. Rosenzweig 

Jacob R. Sorensen 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman 

Laura Stein, Board Emeritus 
The Clorox Company 

Amy J. Talarico 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 

Sean D. Unger 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & 
Walker 

Michael S. Ward 
Donahue Fitzgerald 

Lesley Weaver 
Bleichmar Fonti & Auld LLP

Denise Abrams,  
Vice Chair 
Kazan, McClain, et al. 

Michelle W. Anderson 
Stanford Law School 

Katherine L. Benson  
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & 
Bernstein 

Peter H. Carson  
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton 

Frank A. Cialone  
Shartsis Friese 

Eric M. Hairston
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

E. Venessa Henlon  
Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass 

Michael S. Kwun  
Keker & Van Nest 

Michael J. Loeb  
Judicial Arbitration & 
Mediation Services (JAMS) 

 

Daven G. Lowhurst 
Jones Day 

Craig D. Martin 
Morrison & Foerster 

James R. Meehan, 
Treasurer 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Samuel R. Miller 
Sidley Austin 

Saira Mohamed
UC Berkeley Law School

Melissa Murray 
UC Berkeley Law School 

Michael K. Ng, Chair 
Kobre & Kim 

Ann M. O’Leary  
The Opportunity Institute 

Alfred C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 
Latham & Watkins 

Andrea Roth 
UC Berkeley Law School 

Joel S. Sanders  
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

Maureen A. Sheehy, 
Secretary  
Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton 

Tiffany R. Thomas  
Reed Smith 

Steven Tindall  
Rukin, Hyland, Doria & Tindall 

Steven G. Zieff  
Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff & Lowe 

STUDENT BOARD 
MEMBERS

Alex Kaplan 
(Berkeley Law ’16) 

Rachel Draznin-Nagy 
(Berkeley Law ’16) 

Rebecca Morse
(Berkeley Law   ’16) 

East Bay Community Law Center 
Advisory Board

East Bay Community Law Center  
Board Of Directors 

Served between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016
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Brandon Greene 
Attorney, Clean Slate

Braz Shabrell	  
Attorney, Housing

Carolina Zanni	
Administrative Manager

Cory Isaacson	  
Attorney, YDC

Dania Lopez-Beltran	  
Attorney, Immigration

Daniel Faessler	  
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Elisa Della-Piana	  
Director of Programs

Eliza Hersh	  
Director, Clean Slate

Elizabeth Diamond	  
Bridge Fellow, Homelessness

Ellen Brady	  
Jesuit Volunteer, Housing

Erin Le	  
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Florence Mccafferty	
Development Assistant

Frank Martin	  
Deputy Director

Gracie Jones 	  
Paralegal, Housing

Hewot Shankute	  
Attorney, CEJ

Ingrid Murillo	  
Administrative Assistant

Jassmin Poyaoan	  
Director, CEJ

Jeanette Munoz	
Administrative Assistant

Jonathon Marley 	  
Senior Development Officer

Juliana Johnson	  
Office Manager

Kara Alba	  
Attorney, Consumer

Kate Weisburd 	  
Director, Youth Defender Clinic

Kelly Corcoran	  
Senior Fellow, Clean Slate

Laura Lane  	 
Director, Housing

Liam Galbreth 	  
Attorney, Health & Welfare 

Linda Tam	  
Director, Immigration

Lisa Knox	  
Attorney, Immigration

Marc Janowitz 	  
Attorney, Housing

Mari Castaldi	  
Paralegal, NJC

Martha Brown	  
Director, Administration  
& Finance

Meghan Gordon	  
Attorney, Housing

Melissa Colon	  
Executive &  
Communications Assistant

Miguel Soto	 
Attorney, Consumer

Mindy Phillips	   
EJW Fellow, Immigration

Mirella Nieto	  
EJW/Americorps EOLC Fellow

Nana Duffuor	  
Donor Relations Officer

Osha Neumann 
Attorney, Homelessness

Prerna Lal	  
Attorney, Immigration

Rachel Holmes	  
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Rachel Swanson	  
Lutheran Volunteer, Consumer

Rosa Bay	  
Director, Education Advocacy Clinic

Sarah Crowley        	  
Senior Fellow, Clean Slate

Serina Rankins	
Paralegal, Clean Slate 

Shakira Ferrell	  
Director of Development

Sharon Djemal	  
Director, Consumer Debt Clinic

Sheila Hall 	  
Director, Health & Welfare

Tamura Rosby	  
Administrative Assistant

Tanya Koshy	 
Attorney, Clean Slate

Ted Mermin	  
Volunteer Attorney

Theo Cuison	 
Attorney, Immigration

Tirien Steinbach	  
Executive Director

Ubaldo Fernandez	  
Attorney, Housing

Victoria Flores	  
Contracts Manager

Vinuta Naik	  
EJW/Americorps EOLC Fellow

Whitney Rubenstein	  
EJW Fellow, Housing & YDC

WELCOME! 

Francesca Cappelini 
Housing Advocate, Housing Practice

Katy Hammer 
Development Associate

Shauna Fujimoto 
Contracts Officer

Theresa Zhen 
Staff Attorney, Clean Slate Practice

Yahaira Carrillo Rosales 
Office Manager

Yordanos Dejen 
Executive Assistant

EBCLC Staff

Worked at EBCLC between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016
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