
Answers the Call for Justice
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This past year, the rallying cry has been one of resistance. To resist the racism, xenophobia, misogyny, and transphobia of the current 
administration. To resist by showing up, en masse, to exercise our constitutional right to protest. To resist by giving of our time, 
talent, and treasure to those fighting the good fight against this hatred and division.

And it has been a powerful scene to witness, as folks have propelled themselves forward, asking “what can I do to make a 
difference?” Following the administration’s decision to rescind the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, hundreds 
of EBCLC’s supporters and friends reached out to us, to provide monetary support and to volunteer at our DACA renewal clinics. 
Thank you! You are a reminder to us that we are all inextricably linked to one another.

But resistance is a reaction. The very definition of the word is “the refusal to comply with something.” As we look ahead to a new year, 
we must continue to resist, but we must also adopt a new call to arms: initiation. The act of beginning something. EBCLC has always 
answered this call, in the pursuit of justice for our East Bay community, initiating new projects as the need arises, filled with hope. Our 
work with DACA recipients continues on, long past the October renewal deadline. And that is just one example of the ways in which 
EBCLC looks ahead. 

As we reflect back on this year of resisting injustices, I am proud to share with you the stories of how EBCLC worked tirelessly to 
enact change, create spaces for justice, and foster inclusiveness in 2017. I look forward to continuing our work together, to initiate a 
more hopeful, secure, and just East Bay for our clients, our neighbors, and ourselves.

 

In gratitude,

Dear EBCLC Community,

Michael Ng
Chair, Board of Directors	
	

Tirien Angela Steinbach
Executive Director
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While our powerful Housing Practice deftly responds to tenants’ immediate needs, EBCLC’s 
Community Economic Justice (CEJ) practice has been hard at work devising long-term legal 
solutions to the East Bay’s housing crisis. This year, the practice made its first foray into 
community benefits advocacy, actively engaging with local government and community groups 
to represent the needs of low-income tenants facing displacement. Through direct negotiations 
with the for-profit developer of a 50-residential-dwelling-unit luxury complex in EBCLC’s 
neighborhood, the CEJ team negotiated for double the number of affordable units originally 
guaranteed, 80% of which would be set aside for Section 8 and Shelter + Care voucher 
holders. The team also secured funding for an Anti-Displacement Public Advocate to assist low-
income tenants in an ongoing capacity. These terms were secured under use permits issued 
to the developer by the City of Berkeley. Under the innovative leadership of Director Jassmin 
Poyaoan, the CEJ practice continues to find new ways to hold real estate developers and local 
stakeholders accountable to long-term East Bay residents.

Community Economic Justice  
Negotiates for Community Benefits
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Melissa Colón, Project Manager; Hewot Shankute, Staff Attorney; Jassmin Poyaoan, Director; 
and Sayaka Matsui, Student in CEJ Practice, at a Berkeley City Council meeting
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Through a new series of Name and Gender Change Workshops, 
EBCLC attorneys and students enable transgender clients to update the 
information on their government-issued IDs. 

“After the election there were a lot of concerns about being able to 
update passports in a timely manner before the new administration made 
it more difficult,” said Daniel Faessler, an attorney in EBCLC’s Health 
and Welfare Practice who directs the project. “We held an emergency 
workshop (in December 2016) and began offering them regularly in spring 
2017, and the workshops have been growing since then.”

The services offered at Name and Gender Change Workshops combat 
discrimination and keep clients safe. “If you have a very feminine trans 
woman, but on her identification it says ‘Mario’ and ‘Male,’ it can lead to 
all sorts of discrimination and harassment. Any time she has to show an 
identification, goes to her doctor’s office, goes to the grocery store, gets 
stopped by the police, there are all kinds of opportunities for bias to creep 
in and situations to escalate,” Faessler said.

At workshops, students walk clients through the process of updating 
the name and gender listed on their passports, driver’s licenses, and 
other state-issued IDs. Getting a court-ordered name change in California 
can require residents to fill out up to twelve different forms, and official 
gender changes require signed letters from physicians. Clients leave 

workshops with the resources they need, and often with referrals for 
longer-term assistance.

“I think it’s developed a sense of community among our queer and trans 
students, and folks who are interested in advocating for LGBTQI and 
queer communities,” said Faessler. “It’s created this network of people 
really working together and getting to know each other before they go off 
and do that work as attorneys.”

From founding the first HIV Law Practice of its kind west of the Mississippi, 
to forging a medical-legal partnership with county hospitals, EBCLC’s Health 
and Welfare Practice has always led the way in providing responsive, holistic 
legal services. With the continued support of our incredible partners and 
funders, we will continue to remove economic barriers to health services 
and do everything we can to build healthy communities.

Name and Gender Change Workshops  
Counter Discrimination

Daniel Faessler, Health and Welfare Attorney
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Individual Donors July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
Founder: 25,000+

Quinn Delaney and Wayne 
Jordan

Henry L. Hecht

Joel Sanders

Benefactor: 10,000+

Denise Abrams and David 
Harrington

Patricia Wilde Anderson

Tim and Camilla 
McCalmont

Michael Ng and Mikal 
Condon

Toni Rembe

Patron: 5,000+

Robert J. Deutsch

Jay Kelekian and Karen 
Matza

Michael S. Kwun and 
Sigrid Anderson-Kwun

Michael Loeb

Daven G. and Karen K. 
Lowhurst

Craig Martin

David McClain and 
Merilyn Wong

James R. and Elena 
Meehan

Jessica and Jason 
Moment

Alfred C. Pfeiffer, Jr. and 
Nora Cregan

Craig Silverstein and 
Mary Obelnicki

Raj and Soo Venkatesan

Kathy and Bob Vizas

Andrew H. Wolff

Steve Zieff and Elaine 
Leitner

Trustee: 2,500+

Michelle Wilde Anderson 
and Sade Borghei

The Benjamin Family Fund

Mary L. Bianco

Denyse Clancy

Mr. G. Douglas and Mrs. 
Michele S. Dillard

Fiona Dulbecco and David 
Zeltser

Gordon Greenwood

John Langdoc

William G. Mallari

Roger Myers and Erin 
McCormick

Robert J. Nelson and 
Monica C. Heredia

Kathi Pugh and Josh 
Maddox

Dan Purcell and Heather 
Hanly

Joe Satterley

David and Beth Sawi

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Schiffman

Maureen Sheehy and 
Steve Catton

Tiffany R. Thomas

Michael S. Ward

R.C. Wong

Xiaoqiu Ye

Partner: 1,000+

Anonymous Donor

Geraldine Alexis

Caroline D. Avery

Katie Lubin Benson

Lora Blum

Justin A. Bosl

Peter and Priscilla Carson

Frank A. Cialone and Mimi 
R. Powers

Karl and Wanda Cole-
Frieman

Jamie Crook

Estela M. Dimas

Robin and Rich Edwards

Luke Ellis

Elizabeth H. Eng and 
Benjamin R. Botts

Frank Fernandez and 
Carmen Flores

Scott A. Fink and Kathy 
E. Klein

Sarah G. Flanagan

Stuart Glaser

Barry and Sandy Goldstein

Annelise Grimm and Don 
Howard

Eric M. Hairston

Margo Hasselman and 
Joshua Greenough

E. Venessa Henlon

Sadik Huseny

Alexander M.R. Lyon

Mitch McCullough

Samuel R. Miller and 
Maude Pervere

Saira Mohamed and Nels 
Bangerter

Noel and Penny Nellis

Ann O’Leary 

David B. Oppenheimer 
and Marcy Kates

Michael M. Ostrove

Mark G. Parnes

Barb Wenger and Jennifer 
Rader

Yvonne Gonzalez and 
Matt Rogers

Galen Rosenberg and 
Denise Barnett

Elisa and Michael 
Schenkman

Jeffrey Selbin and Laurel 
Fletcher

Linda Shih and Daniel 
Clifford

Eleanor Swift

Robert L. Cortez Webb

Sharon Wells

Wendy W. Williams

Terry and Carol Hutner 
Winograd

Leon Wofsy

Sponsor: 500+

Julien A. Adams

William F. Alderman

Christine Amatruda and 
Eb Luckel

Hilary G. Armstrong

Holly Babe Faust and 
Janet Stone

Mike and Linda Baker

Christie Blakley

Michael P. Bolger and Erin 
M. Kitchell

Mehrnaz Boroumand-
Smith and Brian Smith

Jim Chanin

Shanna Connor

Ernest J. and Cindy S. 
Cortes

Christopher S. and Lynn 
J. Crook
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Meredith R. Dearborn

David Derrick

Amanda Douglas

David Epstein

David H. Fallek

James M. Finberg and 
Melanie Piech

William Friedman

Amber and Andrew Getz

Christopher and Deirdre 
Hockett

Joan and David Hollinger

Noah Ickowitz

Kathy and Mark Jones

Margaret Jung

Manel Kappagoda and 
Wallace Whittier

Patricia M. Keady

Bill Kissinger

Shelley Klop

Sarah Krakoff and John 
Carlson

Erin and Phuoc Le

Zahavah Levine

Kit Choy Loke and Bruce 
Redwine, III

Heather McCauley

Ted Mermin and Claudia 
Polsky

Karen Meryash

Dr. Bailey Robert Meyer

Jennifer J. Millar

Philip Monrad and Molly 
Sullivan

Richard M. Pearl

Tom Peckham

Ted Pelletier

Andrea L. Peterson and 
Michael Rubin

Dave Pogrel and Chalita 
Photikoe

Roey Rahmil

David A. Rosenfeld

John Rosenthal

Andrea Roth

Tala Russell

Babak Sadegh and Carol 
Bisharat Sani

Jonathan Simon and 
Christina Spaulding

Stephen D. Sugarman and 
Karen I. Carlson

Maryann Taratino

Rachel M. Terp

Janet Tilander

Hon. John M. True, III and 
Hon. Claudia A. Wilken

Michael Tubach and 
Amrita Singhal

Carole Ungvarsky and 
Christopher Killian

Rachel L. Vranich

Jerett T. Yan

Jenna Musselman Yott

Stuart and Eleanor Yuspa

Friend: 250+

Anne E. Abramowitz

Ronald and Patricia Adler

Samson O. Asiyanbi

Kevin Bastian

Michael I. Begert

Brien C. Bell

Peter Benvenutti and Lise 
Pearlman

Jeff and Becky Bleich

Jeffrey Bornstein

Robert M. Bramson

Dale Brodsky

Emily Bruce and Justin 
McCrary

Bruce and Maria Budner

Stephen Bundy

Allison Butler and Richard 
Peers

Erin C. Carroll

Douglas Chermak

Byron Chin

Lin Chin and Peter Santina

Tim and Sandy Cremin

Catherine Crump

Linda M. Dardarian

Christine L. DeLorme

Sharon Djemal

Anne Dybwad

Una Elias

Mary Lu Everett

Lainey Feingold and 
Randy Shaw

Margaret Fish

Paul D. Fogel and Yvette 
Chalom

David S. Gast

Jon Gavenman

Gregory Gilchrist and Lynn 
Krieger

Goldmiller Family 
Charitable Fund

Peter and Sandi Goldsmith

John C. Good, M.D. and 
Janet E. Arnesty, M.D.

John P. Gooding

Laura B. Gowen and 
Roman M. Sydorak, M.D.

Gretchen Groggel Ralston

Allen Grossman

Conn Hallinan and Anne 
Bernstein

Scott D. Handleman

Philip M. Hernandez

Anthony C. Infanti

Mary and Tissa 
Kappagoda

Joanne and Scott 
Karchmer

Kerry Kay

David H. Kremer

Jennifer Kuenster

Joyce C. Lasho

Melinda and K. Francis 
Lee

Elaina J. Loizou

Stanley and Judith 
Lubman

Liwen A. Mah and Yvette 
Leung

Daniel J. Mandel

Ramona Martinez

Nathan D. Matthews

Robin Miller and Dan 
Rossi

Jenny Miner

Hezla and Pareed 
Mohamed

William B. Most

James and Anne 
O’Connell

Jim Ostertag

Andrew Peternell

Karen Plaskon

Victoria Plaut and Robert 
Bartlett

Stewart Port

Jeanne and Winchell 
Quock

Xioamara Ramos 
Villasenor

Penny Righthand

Daniel Rossi

Darius Samerotte

Howard Schubiner and 
Valerie Overholt

Daniel Schulman

Paul M. Schwartz

Scott Shorr

Gail and Ryan Silvan

Gabriel Sinkin

Stephanie E. Smith and 
Ted C. Radosevich

Yaroslav Sochynsky

Chehie Songstad

Jacob R. Sorensen and E. 
Anne Hawkins

Individual Donors July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
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Charles Stevens

Jill Suttie

Joseph Tabacco and 
Peggy Schmidt

Bob and Deborah Van 
Nest

Lesley Weaver

Chuck Welch

Christina M. Wheeler

Susan Whitman and Mark 
Gergen

Jason C. Wright

Carolina Zanni

Supporter: 100+

Hon. Demetrios P. 
Agretelis

Amatullah Alaji-Sabrie

Tali Alban

Catherine R. Albiston and 
Marc N. Melnick

Emily Aldridge

Edith Adams Allison

Hon. Max Anderson and 
Ms. Linda Olivenbaum

Kathryn Askin

David Blackman

Martin H. Blank, Jr.

Jeffrey Bluestone

Lara and Andrew Bradt

Connie J. Brandon

Ryan Bricker

Thomas R. Brida

Tangerine Brigham

Rufus Browning

Lynn Burkett

Rachel Burns

Craig H. and Letitia 
Casebeer

Eric Casher

Esther Casillas

Thomas Cauchois

Anirvan Chatterjee

Yejia Chen

Pilan Chenhansa

Laurie Coskey

Andrew Coslow

Jason M. Cox

Jesus Cruz

Sean A. Darling-Hammond

Lisa Anne Davis

Rayneil E. and Michelle E. 
De Guzman

Kellie Delaney

Matthew T. Dickman

Raphael Djemal

John Adrian Dodge

Nana Duffuor

Meghan H. Dunn

Gregory Farnham

Mark R. and Nadia K. 
Feeser

William and Amelia 
Fernholz

Louis Ferrari

Robert E. Finkelstein and 
Lisa Chen

Jane Fischberg and Dan 
Robinson

Steven E. Formaker and 
Laurie Brook-Formaker

Michael Fortes

Michael T. Gaitley

Ana Gardea

Holly Gaudreau

Maryl Gearhart

Marjorie Gelb and Mark 
Aaronson

Vickie Gilliland

Jon Givner

Amy Glick

Deborah Glupczynski

Gaia D. Goffe

Andy Gold and Karen 
Cutler

Mark Goldberg

Neil M. Goldstein

Sean E. P. Goodbody

Hayley Goodson

Robert A. Gordon

Jenna M. Grambort

Ann Graybeal

Joseph Gross and Carol 
Brosgart, M.D.

James R. Grow and Jane 
L. Hysen

Norton and Rikki Grubb

Kaaryn S. Gustafson

Ben and Sandy Hamburg

Michaela Hayes

Shana Heller

James Heslin

Joyce M. Hicks and Eric K. 
Behrens

Bruce J. Highman

Herma Hill Kay

Homaira Hosseini

Tom Huster

Susan Hutcher

Jessica Intrator

Elizabeth Jackson

Neema Jalali

Juliana Johnson

Gregory K. Jung

Myla and Jon Kabat-Zinn

Naushon Kabat-Zinn

Nancy Kanwisher

Jessica Kaplan

Amanda M. Karl

Donald E. Kelley, Jr. and 
Susan M. Getman

Benjamin Kleinman-Green

Rachael Knight

Leila and Charlie Knox

Cynthia Koenigsberg

Jay Koslofsky

Karen Kraus

Daniel Kroll

Scott Kronland

Antoine Lagarde

Jocelyn D. Larkin and 
Chris Patti

James Larson

Katharine Lauer and 
Matityahu Teiblum

Tienne E. Lee

Stephanie R. Leider

Nancy K.D. Lemon

Scott Lew

Gena Lewis, M.D.

Wendy Lilliedoll

Measue Liotta

Louis Liss

Paul M. and Sandra L. 
Little

Dennis Liu

Richard Looker

Gabriela A. Lopez

Hon. Harry W. Low

Dana Lundblad

Stephen Mao

Yifan Mao

Carolyn and Jonathon 
Marley

Suzanne M. Martindale

Jacob Mayers

Melissa McCall

Margaret McHugh

David J. Meadows

Helen Meil

Darien M. Meyer

Matthew Meyer

Christopher Miller

Steven Moore

Kyle Morse

Brian Moskal

Individual Donors July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
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Months after a major stroke, the last thing on Rickey Gibbs’s mind was 
changing state policy. It took all of his focus just to walk down the hill to 
his car following a neurology appointment at Highland Hospital. “I still 
had a cane, and the parking lot had filled up,” he recalled. “I had a bunch 
of tests run on me that day, taking a little bit longer than two hours, so I 
ended up getting a ticket.”

Soon, late fees on that $160 parking ticket had ballooned to over $700. 
When Gibbs had recovered enough to drive for a rideshare service, his 
license had been suspended as a penalty for unpaid fees.

As a longtime Berkeley resident, Gibbs knew he could find help at 
EBCLC. When Clean Slate attorney Theresa Zhen took on his case, 
she recognized the plight of countless clients at EBCLC’s weekly traffic 
court clinics. “A lot of clients come in who can’t find jobs because their 
driver’s licenses are suspended,” said Zhen.

In the past year, the Clean Slate Practice has focused on fighting back 
against a court system that saddles low-income Californians with 
fees, fines, and license suspensions. Efforts include drafting bills, 
meeting with policymakers, and testifying on bills in Sacramento. Zhen 
encouraged Gibbs to testify on behalf of AB503, which limits the DMV’s 
ability to suspend licenses for unpaid fines.

“I really didn’t know 
what I wanted to say, 
but I knew what I 
wanted them to feel: 
the helplessness of 
someone who has 
parking tickets and 
gets shut out of the system,” Gibbs said of speaking to the Senate 
Transportation Committee in July. His moving testimony had the desired 
effect: that day, AB503 passed out of committee, 12-0.

“I’m glad I had an opportunity to speak up about the issue,” said 
Gibbs. “The bottom line is that low-income people have to make 
choices, whether they want to pay for rent, or food, or tickets… and 
the system has gotten to the point where they are making money off 
of poor people.”

Looking forward, EBCLC’s Clean Slate Practice will continue to advocate 
for policy solutions that decriminalize poverty. “We’re trying to find the 
pressure points where there can be systemic change that has broad 
impact,” said Zhen. “There are racial and economic inequalities that 
continue to be perpetuated unless organizations like EBCLC- through 
listening to and serving our clients - can reveal opportunities for change.”

Clean Slate Clients and Attorneys 
Work Hand-in-Hand 

Rickey Gibbs and Assemblymember Tom Lackey in 
Sacramento after Senate Transportation Committee Hearing
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Immigration has been front and center in the news cycle this year. EBCLC’s 
own Immigration Practice has been working tirelessly with clients to 
stabilize status. One unexpected point of light, in so much darkness, comes 
from the Housing Practice, in the form of Assembly Bill 291.  

Shepherded by Jith Meganathan from the Western Center on Law and 
Policy, AB291 seeks to protect immigrant tenants from intimidation and 
retaliation from landlords and gives tenants a right to sue if landlords 
intimidate or threaten to report tenants based on their immigration status. 

One such tenant, “Bianca,” came to Housing Director Laura Lane. Bianca 
had rented a studio apartment in Oakland in 2015, and she was dealing 
with an aggressively neglectful landlord. “It was in bad condition, but it 
was all I could afford,” she said. “The landlord refused to replace a broken 
refrigerator for a month. He did not unclog the toilet for 2 months, and we 
had to use the bathroom at a nearby restaurant. He never installed a lock on 
the back door, or made the windows secure.”

Bianca lived under these conditions for over a year, while continuing to 
make complaints to the landlord about the state of the apartment. “One 
day, he realized my daughter did not have a social security number, and 
found out that she was undocumented,” Bianca said. He threatened to 
report Bianca’s family to ICE if they kept complaining. But the landlord’s 
harassment didn’t end there. He called and texted them angrily at night,  

and told their neighbors that Bianca’s family was undocumented. “We could 
not sleep because of the stress of our family breaking up. We could not 
afford to move, even though we wanted to,” Bianca said. “All we had done 
was ask for repairs, but the landlord had found a tool to abuse us.”

Lane told Meganathan about Bianca’s case, and Housing attorney Ubaldo 
Fernandez worked with Bianca to present testimony before the state 
Assembly. “She did a great job,” Fernandez said. “With her own words and 
her experience, she really brought this issue to life for the Assembly. Even 
the opponents of the bill said ‘we can’t support behavior like this.’”

On October 5th, Governor Jerry Brown signed AB291 into law. Clients like 
Bianca contributed so much to this victory, by advocating for themselves 
and helping to increase rights for 
others in similar situations. 

“We need this law to protect 
undocumented families from this 
type of abuse,” Bianca said. “No 
one should have to experience 
the fear, pain, or harassment my 
family has suffered, just because 
they are undocumented.”

Housing Policy Work Protects  
Immigrant Tenants

Ubaldo Fernandez, Housing Attorney
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David Mundstock

Aaron T. Murphy

Karen Musalo and Richard 
A. Boswell

Olivia J. Nelson

Martin A. Nicolaus

Kevin O’Brien

Ricardo Ochoa

Heyman Oo

Ronald Owens

Zachary Palchick

Muriel and Martin Paley

Annette S. Parent

Mark Perlow

Sue N. Phillips

Mindy M. Phillips

Michael J. Plishner

Evan Pulvers

Anna Rabkin

Alanna Rantala

Charles R. Rice

Ahni and Kit Robinson

Stefan M. Rosenzweig 
and Claudia B. Jackson

Whitney R. Rubenstein

Donna Sai

Francisco and Lourdes 
Sandoval

Shelley J. Sandusky

Jack Sawyer

Hagar Scher

John Selawsky

Kathryn Seligman

Mehul Shah

Pat and Merrill Shanks

Marjorie and Jim Shultz

Beverly Slapin

Ann and Bill Smock

Avani Mehta Sood

Margaret Stevenson

Evelyne St-Louis

P C Storr

James R. Streit

Nicholas Subias

Steven Surachman

Peter and Pat Sussman

Laurel Thayer

Grant Sherwood 
Thompson

Rebecca Sutton

Jon T. Tiongson

Karl and Rochelle Torke

Michael Traynor

Stacie Treposkoufes

Jennifer Troia and Timothy 
Griffiths

Akofa Tsiagbe

Eugene Turitz and Louise 
Rosenkrantz

Sean D. Unger

Arianna Vaewsorn

José M. Ancira

Nikki Khanh Vo

Jonathan Walden

Willa Walter

C’Reda J. Weeden

Raymond P. Weschler

Randye West and Robert 
Wenten

Ellen G. Widess

Rachel Williams and 
Richard Edwards

Barry M. Winograd

Philip Witte

Abigail Woodruff

Tom and Amy Worth

Chauniqua Young

Joseph Young and Rachel 
Goldstone

Miriam Claros Zepeda

Emily Shizue Zia

Advocate: Up to 100

David Adams

Anita Addison

Naomi Ages

Nancy Allison

Stephen Andersen

Kimberly Anderson

Michael Arnold

Joe Ballard

Meghan Ballard

Zachary Baron

Rosa M. Bay

Sunil Bector

Matthew Bedrick

Marlene Benedict

Jim Best and Susan 
Quinlan

Eric Biber

Chris Blizzard

Roger E. Booth

Evelyn Borchert

Adam Bradley

Gretchen Brion-Meisels

Martha and Anthony L. 
Brown

Josh S. Brownstein

Kevin P. Bundy

Omar Butler

Addie Cahen

Nathan Cardozo

Yahaira Carrillo Rosales

Casey Castaldi

James Chang

Kendra Chapman

Maribeth Tumang Charvet

Rachel Chung

Gia Cincone

Cole Clark

Andrew Cohen

Sabre Coleman and Larry 
Ferguson

Rory F. Collins

Amanda Conley

Axel Cramer

Tess Curet

Jonathan Curley

Christopher W. Daley

John Dalrymple

Carol and Aaron Darden

Erin Liotta and Bren 
Darrow

Marlene M. Dehlinger

Yordanos Dejen

Amit Deutsch

Basudeb Dey

Ranvir Dhillon

Ania Dilmaghani

Patricia Donnelly

Kunti A. Dudakia

Christine M. Dutko

Alison Ellsworth

April Eudy

Ubaldo Fernandez

Andrea Flynn-Schneider

Rachel A. Foodman

Martin B. Friedman

Shauna Fujimoto

E. Furr

Elizabeth Gettinger

Susan Gluss

Miye Goishi and Dara 
Schur

Roger E. Gold

Catharine Goldsmith

Jocelyn Goldsmith

Arusha Gordon

Meghan M. Gordon

Brandon Greene

Joshua G. Gresham

Katy Hammer

Alexandra Havrylyshyn

Matt Hemmerich

Rachel Herman

Maria Hernandez Finch

Brooks Holland

Individual Donors July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
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Annette Hollowell

Krista Holobar

Douglas W. Holt

Victoria Hopper

Ritta Jo Horsley and Luise 
F. Pusch

Kathy Horsley and Mussa 
Al-Bulushi

Antony and Gigi Hsu

Brittani Irvin

Marie Jonas

Emily Kaliney

Rahul Kapur and Anita 
Shah

Jasika Kataria and 
Sundeep Sachdeva

Natalia Katunkina

Michael Katz

Jerri K. Kay-Phillips

Kareem M. Kazkaz

Sarah Keane

David and Hillary Kilimnik

Regina Kirsch

Moonyoung Ko

Steven Koch

Coreen H. Kopper

Ellen Kruger

Neeraj Kumar

Robin Kuntz

Andrew Lah

Prerna Lal

Grant Lemner

David Lim

Juliet Lu

Farnaz Malik

Lindsey Marcelino

Nikki Marron

Frank J. Martin

Jennifer Matystik

Miranda Maupin and 
Kristina Hill

Kelly McCartney

Jesse McKeithen

Pablo Mendez

Mr. Roderico Mendez

Molly Metz

Lucia A. Milburn

Charles Minor

David B. Mitchell

Ron Moore

Jeanette Munoz

Ingrid Murillo

Laura Shaw Murra

Sarah Nahigian

Evelina Nava

Ali Nazar

Lori and Kay Nelson

Hilary O’Brien

George O’Rourke

Thomas J. Oscherwitz

Cheyenne Overall

Sarah Elizabeth Pace

Nikhila Pai and Jeffrey 
Cooksey

Jason Pang

Ruby Pap

Nicole Pefley

Kristina To-Ngan Pham

Jim Potter

Andrew Presley

Maria F. Ramiu

Sharon Randall

Christine Ranney

Melissa Rapp

Wesley Reed

Kara Reeves

Alexander Reicher

Barbara Renwick

Walter Flores Reyes

Jacob A. Richards

Danica R. Rodarmel

Miriam Elnemr Rofael

Tamura Rosby

James Ross

Peter Rubin

Seema Rupani

Dr. Kent Sack

Bhanu K. Sadasivan and 
Phillip Chang

April Saks and Destin 
Radder

Edmund P. Salazar

Sara Sampson

Elizabeth Sanchez

Lisa Sarine

Claire Satter

Garrin Sax

Jes Scannell Rooks

Susan Schechter and 
Brian Garcia

Audrey Schlette

Laura J. Schniedwind

Rebecca J. Schonberg

Christine Scudder

Cristina H. Sepe

Ralph Silber

Alyssa G. Simpson

Benjamin A. Sinoff

Dennis R. Slaughter

David E. Smith, M.D.

Andy Smith

Angela Smith

Gil Sosnik

Crystal Spring

Jonathan T. Stein

Eric Stern

Betty and Don Stone

Carol R. Strand

Rebecca J. Straus

Mariam Subjally

Kristin Swanson

Linda Tan

Charles Taylor

Mary Tharin

MC Thompson

Darcy Totten

Benjamin Treuhaft

Grace Tsou

Misha Tuckerman

CT Turney

Ana Vasquez Pulido

Erika Villasenor

Pedro Viramontes

Kyle Virgien

Laurence N. Walker

Juan Walker

Donald and Elizabeth 
Wells

Gregory Wilcox

Taj Wilson

Lacey Wilson

Vivian T. Wong

Michael Xu

Elizabeth Yandell

Anders Yang

Grace Y. Yang

Calla Yee

Zachary Nasatir Zaharoff

Tiseme Zegeye

Devi Zinzuvadia

Erica K. Zunkel

Individual Donors July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
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Thomas J. Long, co-founder of Longs Drug Stores, built his career on 
taking care of his neighbors in the Bay Area. For nearly half a century, 
the foundation named for him has been motivated by the same values, 
providing funding for K-12 education, support for seniors and those with 
developmental disabilities, and safety net services for vulnerable residents. 
The Thomas J. Long Foundation seeks to make its community more secure, 
healthy, and hopeful, sharing in the mission of EBCLC.

Since 2013, the Long Foundation has supported EBCLC’s safety net legal 
services for low-income East Bay residents. Nancy Shillis, senior program 
officer at the foundation, sees legal aid as a way to prevent the cycle of 
poverty. “Sometimes, legal action is the only avenue to remedy problems, 
and if you don’t have the means to hire a lawyer, you can get stuck,” she 
said. “Legal aid is all about gaining access to justice, and giving everyone 
the chance to present their case. If clients can access an attorney, they are 
less likely to fall into a hole from which they can’t get out.”

Shillis was struck by the holistic nature of EBCLC’s services, noticing that 
many clients come seeking a specific service, and then learn that EBCLC’s 
attorneys and law students can help them with co-existing issues. “EBCLC 

provides an entry point to 
help folks identify other 
areas where they need 
assistance,” Shillis said. 

“And it’s not only 
lawyers—EBCLC has 
social workers and social 
work students to help 
clients too.”

In 2016, the Long 
Foundation granted 
EBCLC $1.5 million, 
spread over two years, to help the law center amplify its impact in our 
community, and look to the future. The grant will allow EBCLC to realize 
its goal of mobilized legal services, and create more flexible points of 
presence in the communities we serve, enabling us to work with clients 
where they most need us. 

This investment is crucial to expanding our reach and impact in a way 
that is true to our aspiration to be client-centered, community driven, and 
culturally responsive. Moreover, Shillis believes that it builds a sense of 
community, and humanity. “We are all in this together,” she said. “We 
need to help each other.” 

EBCLC is pleased to recognize The Thomas J. Long Foundation as a 
transformational partner, ensuring that this new generation of mobile and 
nimble attorneys will efficiently bring legal services to those in need.

Nancy Shillis and Tirien Steinbach 

Thomas J. Long Foundation Funds 
Law Center of the Future
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1602 Immigration Practice clients served this year

423 Clients who worked with our team to successfully 
obtain or renew their DACA status 

59 Clients whose $495 DACA renewal fee was 
completely covered by generous EBCLC supporters

Our Immigration Work – 
By The Numbers

Staff and students in our Immigration Practice at EBCLC’s 2017 graduation event

Our School-Based Immigration Project, founded in 2015, provides 
holistic services to students and families at schools in Berkeley 
and Oakland. This special program made incredible strides this 
year, and we are excited to share the results:

238 students provided individual legal consultations

100+ cases taken on by our attorneys for full  
legal representation

100+ applications filed for legal status or 
work authorization

550+
students and immigrant families educated  
about their rights, and about college options  
for undocumented students
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The Impact of Your Donation This Year

6,256 low-income clients received completely free 
legal services from EBCLC

At least 150 clients got to stay in their homes 
because of EBCLC’s legal support 

618 low-income youth dealing with issues of 
education access, juvenile justice, and immigration 
status found help at EBCLC 

451 seniors learned to protect themselves from 
financial abuse by attending one of 16 EBCLC Scam-
Prevention workshops

139 law students gained hands-on experience in our 
Berkeley Law clinics

$490,000 in debt was discharged and returned to the 
pockets of low-income consumers clients, bringing 
our total in discharged debt to over $2 million. 

Service

Security

Education

Relief

Advocacy

Knowledge

Thank you for your support!

How EBCLC is Funded

Foundations	 44%	 $2,667,243 

Government 	 22%	 $1,335,389 

Berkeley Law	 13%	 $814,388 

Individual Donors	 8%	 $480,929 
Cy Pres &   
Attorney’s fees	 5%	 $312,367 
Corporations	 5%	 $304,333
Law Firms	 3%	 $183,090 
Misc Income	 0%	 $8,543	
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Berkeley’s Legal Aid Clinic

EBCLC gratefully recognizes the City of Berkeley’s efforts to address 
the housing crisis and mitigate its impact on low-income community 
members this year. Berkeley City Council expanded legal assistance 
and significantly increased emergency housing retention funds to 
help economically and culturally vulnerable tenants stay safely and 
securely housed. We are proud to work with the City of Berkeley to 
protect tenants and fight displacement of Berkeley residents.  

Who We Serve – 2017 Clients By City of Residence

Berkeley

Oakland

Alameda

Emeryville
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Founder: 500,000+

Thomas J. Long Foundation

University of California, Berkeley Law 
School

Benefactor: 100,000+

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

The San Francisco Foundation

Sunlight Giving

vanLobenSels/RembeRock Foundation

Patron: 50,000+

Equal Justice Works

Silicon Valley Community Foundation

Yahoo! For Good

Trustee: 25,000+

ACLU of Northern California

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

FireDoll Foundation

Walter & Elise Haas Fund

Inner Sunset Community Advocates

Partner: 10,000+

Anonymous Donor

Beneficial State Bank – AHEAD Grant 
Program

The California Endowment

California Health Care Foundation

Hall Capital Partners LLC

Harry L. and Helen M. Rust Charitable 
Foundation

Y & H Soda Foundation

Friend: 2,500+

Pricewaterhouse Coopers LLP

Supporter: 1,000+

Adobe

Arthur and Charlotte Zitrin Foundation

Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough, LLC

Boehm Family Foundation

Christ Episcopal Church

George J. and Theresa L. Cotsirilos Family 
Foundation

Durfee Foundation

Namaste Foundation

OakCare Medical Group, Inc.

Advocate: 500+

New Parkway Theater

Contributor: Up to 499

Crosby & Kaneda

Somar Bar

Government

Alameda County

AmeriCorps

California Department of Social Services

City Of Berkeley

City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board

City Of Emeryville

City Of Oakland

First 5 Alameda County

Port of Oakland

State Bar

UC Berkeley

US Department of Health and Human 
Services

US Department of Labor

Foundation, Corporate, and Government Supporters
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
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Patron: 50,000+

Kazan, McClain, Abrams, Fernandez, 
Lyons, Greenwood, Oberman, Satterly & 
Bosl Foundation

Trustee: 25,000+

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Partner: 10,000+

Covington & Burling, LLP

Kobre & Kim

Latham & Watkins, LLP

Sponsor: 5,000+

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP

Cooley LLP

Fenwick & West LLP

Keker & Van Nest, LLP

Shartsis Friese, LLP

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton, LLP

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
Foundation

Friend: 2,500+

Leonard Carder, LLP

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP

Roisman Henel, LLP

Supporter: 1,000+

Aiken Welch Court Reporters

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann, 
LLP

Gillin, Jacobson, Ellis, Larsen & Lucey

Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian & Ho

Hanson, Bridgett, Marcus, Vlahos & Rudy 
LLP

Kemnitzer, Barron & Krieg, LLP

Levy Vinick Burrell Hyams LLP

Littler Mendelson Foundation

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Rosen, Bien, Galvan & Grunfeld LLP

Rukin Hyland, LLP

Steyer Lowenthal Boodrookas Alvarez & 
Smith, LLP

Tycko & Zavareei

Zelle LLP

Advocate: 500+

Beeson, Tayer & Bodine, LLP

Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff & Lowe, LLP

Spanos Przetak, LLP

Swanson & McNamara, LLP

Contributor: Up to 499

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer

McGuinn, Hillsman & Palefsky, LLP

Outten & Golden, LLP

Riordan & Horgan, LLP

Cy Pres

Brownstein Law Group

Chavez & Gertler, LLP

Kemnitzer, Barron & Krieg, LLP

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP

The Mogin Law Firm, P.C.

Zelle LLP

Law Firm and Cy Pres Supporters
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017
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Holly M. Baldwin

Meredith R. Dearborn
Boies, Schiller & Flexner

Margo Hasselman 
Greenough
Renaker Hasselman Scott LLP 

Bryan H. Heckenlively
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Alexander M.R. Lyon
Applied Materials, Inc. 

Liwen A. Mah
The Nature Conservancy

Allan T. Marks
Milbank

David P. Pogrel
Leonard Carder

Linda M. Purkiss  
Board Emeritus 

Hadi Razzaq
Office of the Public Defender, 
San Francisco

Jennifer A. Reisch
Equal Rights Advocates

Stefan M. Rosenzweig

Amy J. Talarico
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius

Sean D. Unger
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & 
Walker

Lesley Weaver
Bleichmar Fonti & Auld LLP

Denise Abrams 
Vice Chair 
Kazan, McClain, Satterley & 
Greenwood 

Michelle W. Anderson 
Stanford Law School 

Katherine L. Benson  
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & 
Bernstein 

Peter H. Carson  
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton 

Frank A. Cialone  
Shartsis Friese 

Eric M. Hairston
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

E. Venessa Henlon  
Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass 

Michael S. Kwun  
Keker & Van Nest 

Michael J. Loeb  
Judicial Arbitration & 
Mediation Services (JAMS) 

 

Daven G. Lowhurst 
Law Offices of Daven Lowhurst 

Craig D. Martin 
Morrison & Foerster 

James R. Meehan
Treasurer 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Samuel R. Miller 
Sidley Austin (retired) 

Saira Mohamed
UC Berkeley Law School

Melissa Murray 
UC Berkeley Law School

Michael K. Ng 
Chair
Kobre & Kim 

Ann M. O’Leary  
Boies Schiller Flexner

Alfred C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 
Latham & Watkins 

Andrea Roth 
UC Berkeley Law School 

Joel S. Sanders  
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 
(retired)

Maureen A. Sheehy
Secretary  
Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton 

Tiffany R. Thomas  
GE Digital

Steven Tindall  
Gibbs Law Group 

Steven G. Zieff  
Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff & Lowe 

STUDENT BOARD 
MEMBERS

Ashwin Narla 
(Berkeley Law ’18)

Alynia Phillips 
(Berkeley Law ’17)

Danica Rodarmel 
(Berkeley Law ’17)
 

East Bay Community Law Center 
Advisory Board

East Bay Community Law Center  
Board Of Directors 

Served between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017
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Kara Acevedo 
Attorney, Consumer Justice

Andrea Baeza 
Program Coordinator, Housing

Rosa Bay 
Director, Education Advocacy Clinic

Tatiana Burenin 
Temp Development Assistant

Ellen Brady 
Jesuit Volunteer, Housing

Martha Brown 
Director, Administration and Finance

Francesca Cappellini 
Jesuit Volunteer, Housing

Jonathan Carrillo 
Administrative Assistant

Yahaira Carrillo 
Office Manager, Shattuck Office

Melissa Colón 
Project Manager, Disrupting 
Displacement

Johanna Concepcion 
Paralegal, Immigration

Sarah Crowley         
Director, Clean Slate

Theo Cuison 
Attorney, Immigration

Yordanos Dejen 
Executive Assistant

Sharon Djemal 
Director, Consumer Justice

Nana Duffuor 
Donor Relations Officer

Daniel Faessler 
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Shauna Fujimoto 
Contracts Officer

Liam Galbreth 
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Fanna Gamal 
EJW Fellow, Education Defense and 
Justice for Youth

Meghan Gordon 
Attorney, Housing

Brandon Greene 
Attorney, Clean Slate

Sheila Hall 
Director, Health & Welfare

Katy Hammer 
Donor Relations Officer

Marc Janowitz 
Attorney, Housing

Gracie Jones 
Intake Specialist and Paralegal, 
Housing

Juliana Johnson 
Finance and Human Resources 
Manager

So Young Kang 
Paralegal, Immigration

Prerna Lal 
Attorney, Immigration

Laura Lane   
Director, Housing

Erin Le 
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Dania Lopez-Beltran 
Attorney, Immigration

Jonathon Marley 
Senior Development Officer

Frank Martin 
Deputy Director

Jeanette Muñoz 
Program Coordinator, Immigration

Ingrid Murillo 
Program Coordinator, Health & 
Welfare

Jimmy Murillo 
Lutheran Volunteer, Clean Slate

Jael Myrick 
Program Coordinator, Clean Slate

Vinuta Naik 
Attorney, Clean Slate

Mirella Nieto 
EJW/AmeriCorps EOLC Fellow

Osha Neumann  
Attorney, Homelessness

Seema Patel 
Clinical Director

Mindy Phillips 
EJW Fellow, Immigration

Jassmin Poyaoan 
Director, Community Economic 
Justice	

Serina Rankins 
Paralegal, Clean Slate

Tamura Rosby 
Administrative Assistant

Whitney Rubenstein 
Attorney and Social Worker, Education 
Defense and Justice for Youth

Braz Shabrell 
Attorney, Housing

Hewot Shankute 
Attorney, Community Economic 
Justice

Angela Smith 
Project Manager

Miguel Soto 
Attorney, Consumer Justice

Tirien Steinbach 
Executive Director

Rosalyn Sternberg 
Development Associate

Rachel Swanson 
Program Coordinator, Consumer 
Justice

Linda Tam 
Director, Immigration

Ana Vazquez Pulido 
Program Coordinator, Health & 
Welfare 

Kate Weisburd 
Director, Youth Defender Clinic

Nora Wilson 
Attorney, Health & Welfare

Carolina Zanni 
Office Manager, Adeline Office

Theresa Zhen 
Attorney, Clean Slate

WELCOME!

Grace Dickerson 
Executive Assistant

Maureen Kildee 
Attorney, Clean Slate

Gwen McElhattan 
Jesuit Volunteer

Danielle Nanni 
Lutheran Volunteer

Mary Ruiz De La O 
Program Coordinator, Education 
Defense and Justice for Youth

Seema Rupani 
Fellow, Community Economic Justice

EBCLC Staff

Worked at EBCLC between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017
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