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GUIDE TO FILING A “GENERAL DENIAL” ANSWER 

 
Note: This packet should be accompanied by the “Service and Proof of Service Packet” from Centro Legal De La Raza. 
 
This packet will help guide you in filing a simple answer to an eviction lawsuit. This answer is one quick step you can do 
to defend yourself against an eviction lawsuit, but it is not enough. A “general denial,” as it is known, does not include 
any defenses and is not appropriate for all cases. After filing a “general denial,” you should contact a legal services office 
for assistance filing an amended answer. This will allow you to better defend yourself in court. Please follow this step-by-
step guide carefully! 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Step 1: Prepare Your Answer 
 
On page 1 of the Judicial Council Form UD-105, fill out the following: 

 
 
 

Fill these fields with your 
contact information. 

Insert the names of the 
plaintiff and defendant 
as they appear in the 
complaint. 

Check this paragraph, 
(2)(a), to generally deny 
the allegations in the 
complaint. 

Insert the case number 
as it appears in the 
complaint 
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On page 5 of the Judicial Council Form UD-105, fill out the following: 

 
 
Step 2: Serve Your Answer 
See instructions on serving your Answer in the “Service and Proof of Service Packet” from Centro Legal De La Raza. 
 
Step 3: File Your Answer 
You may file your answer at either: 

René C. Davidson Courthouse 
1225 Fallon St. 
Oakland, California 94612 
 

Hayward Hall of Justice 
24405 Amador St. 
Hayward, CA 94544 

Step 3: Schedule an Appointment to File an Amended Answer 
Again, a general denial does not include any defenses and is not appropriate for all cases.  
 
How to get an answer form? You can either print a copy at home, or you can request a copy at either Rene C. Davidson 
Courthouse or the Hayward Hall of Justice. If requesting a copy from the court, go to the civil filing window, and ask the 
clerk to provide with UD-105 and a Fee Waiver.  

 
 
 

Mark the “did not” box 
unless you received 
helped from an unlawful 
detainer assistant. 

List the names of each 
defendant co-filing this 
document. Have them 
sign as well. 

List the names of each 
defendant co-filing this 
document. Have them 
sign under penalty of 
perjury that everything 
in this document is 
accurate. 
 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/ud105.pdf
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GUIDE TO FILING A FEE WAIVER 
 

Certain people are not required to pay court filing fees.  If you are receiving public benefits or do not have enough 
income to pay filing fees, you should file this form to request that the court waive your fees. Be sure to file this form 
along with your Answer. (Note: Do not serve this form on the other side.) If you are not fee waiver eligible, you will need 
to pay a $225 filing fee. If you are not sure whether you are fee waiver eligible, file this form to find out. 
 
See Instructions – Page 1  
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See Instructions – Page 2 (if applicable)  

 


	GUIDE TO FILING A “GENERAL DENIAL” ANSWER
	INSTRUCTIONS
	Step 1: Prepare Your Answer


